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Dear Members  

 
 

 

A heartfelt THANK YOU 
to all that helped us move 
to our new Hospice venue; 

Alan for bringing 7 loads 
of shop stock and show 
paraphernalia from 
Boksburg to our new 

Houghton venue; Dave 
that brought the 4 loads 
from our temporary venue 
in Sandringham  to 
Houghton early morning 
before the meeting, to 

Calvin who helped Dave. 
EXTRAORDINARY THANK 

YOU to Mohamed Saeed 
that ( even though  he is 
not an EBS member) 
brought a huge truckload 
of all our steel shelving to 
Houghton , saving us 
numerous trips with 
smaller vehicles. 
 

Special thanks to Naseem  
that took a whole 
afternoon off work to help 
pack things in storerooms, 
and for helping Jennifer G, 
Cathy T and myself to 
unpack, sort, display stock 
in the shop before our July 

meeting. Please support 
your shop which is fully 
stocked and open for 
business at our August 
meeting.  With teamwork 
like this I know that the 
club will go from strength 
to strength. 
 
On another  POSITIVE 
NOTE:  I proposed to 

nominate Errol Rubin 
for a long overdue SABA 
Lifetime Achiever Award 
in recognition for 
everything he has done , 
and continue to do , not 
only for EBS,  but also for 
tirelessly promoting 
Bonsai in South Africa. The 
committee has 
unanimously supported 
my proposal. I thank you 
for supporting the 
proposal and We will 
forward the documents to 
SABA as soon as possible. 
 
I would like to urge all 
members to PLEASE bring 
at least one tree to every 
meeting, beginning in 
August that can be 

photographed by Gina (we 
now have a photographic 
backdrop for more 
professional photos). 
These trees to be in clean 
pots and weeded.  We 
would like to submit these 
photos to Monthly SABA 
photographic contest. We 
would like the whole 
country to know what 
beautiful Bonsai our 
members created. This 
also gives you , the bonsai 
artist the opportunity to 
get some help and input to 
get the tree ready for our 
October show. 
 
We are trying to focus on a 
more workshop based 
meeting and it would be 
great if you could bring a 
tree or two to work on. If 
you request advice, the 
whole group would offer 
their input and would be 
there to help. 
 
 
Thank you 
Anthoney 
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Previous Meeting  
14 July 2018.  Workshop Photo’s from last meeting. 
And it was just Sooo great to have Errol sharing a lovely 
afternoon with us. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Next Meeting 
11 August 2018 
 

Venue: Hospice, 50-2nd Avenue, Houghton, Johannesburg. In main 

building of Hospice Wits (look out for sign), next to Houghton Mosque which is opposite to 
the apartments on Houghton Golf course 12th hole, easy access via ramp. There is security 
and a storeroom for our shop & library a few metres away. 
 
Our July meeting was held at our new venue at Hospice Wits. 2nd Avenue Houghton and not 
even some winter rain could dampen the spirits of all who attended. We received lots of 
positive feedback regarding the new venue. 
 
Committee meeting to start promptly at 11h00, with workshop and short demo from 
12h30- 15h30.  Clean up and vacate by 16h00 for security to lock up. 
 

Topic for August is going to be kicked off with wiring, re-styling & repotting of Mr Jeris 

Fasser  Swamp Cypress, Taxodium distichum, followed by a workshop for 

everyone. So bring your trees to work on.  
 
  
 

The Swamp Cypress 

tree forms part of EBS 
History: This tree was 
bought from Dough Hall  
approx.  40 years ago by a 
couple that loved it and 
bought it from him at his 
home. They had little 
bonsai knowledge but had 
a friend that was a DIY 
bonsai enthusiast (with no  
formal training) who  
pruned it every now and 
then.  
 

 
 
We were contacted by the owner Mr Jeris Fasser who felt that the tree really needed help, 
as their friend, that did the pruning moved away about 10 years ago, and they pretty much 
had done nothing more than kept it in “swamp conditions” in their water feature!  What an 
exciting opportunity for the club members and our specialists to bring this tree back to full 
glory. Mr Fasser has agreed to bring the tree to the meeting at 12.30 pm for the job. They 
are extremely excited about Doug’s old EBS club working on their tree, and have committed 
to lend it to us for our show in October. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Other Workshops 
 
The Club offers the following workshop opportunities during the month and members are 
encouraged to attend any or all of these. Remember bonsai learning is best supported 
through doing.  Please contact the host to confirm if there will be a workshop. 
 

1. Arthur & Peggy (082 466 4196) – At Tulip Garden Centre, 243 Rifle Range Road, 
HADDON – 10:00 onwards. 1st Sunday of the month.  

2. Hospice Wits, Houghton, 2nd Satuday from 12:30 to 15:30   
3. Tommy (082 451 6283) – 08:00 onwards, 57 Eckstein Str, Observatory, 2nd 

Sunday 8h00 onwards, Tommy wants to start early, so please be on time so that 
he can have some family time. 

4. Errol (083 419 3109) Cancelled until further notice. 
 
Bring your own tools and as many trees as you want to these workshops. If you do not have 
a tree to work on, please come along anyway – it is a great learning experience. 

EBS on the web 
 

The EBS website is available at www.ebs.org.za. Newsletters, club contact details and links 
to other websites or sites of interest are published on the site.  
Also remember the EBS Facebook page where you will find interesting topics on bonsai. The 
URL is: https://www.facebook.com/easternbonsaisociety/  
“LIKE” the page to promote the club.  

Membership Fees:  
 

Those with fees outstanding will have to re-apply and pay the joining fee!     
Membership fees are due in June of every year and must be paid by 30 September. Former 
members who still want to be members of EBS, will have to re-apply for membership. And 
pay both the entrance fee and the pro rata portion of the full membership fees. If they 
attend a meeting as a non-member, they will be charged a R50 attendance fee. Visitors to 
the club are always welcomed and entrance will be free unless you are a cancelled member. 
 
The current membership fees for 2018/19 are: 

1. Individual – R350.00  
2. Family – R450.00  
3. Pensioners – R250.00  
4. Honorary members have been requested to also pay subscription fees.  
5. A once off joining fee of R300.00 is payable by all new members on joining EBS.  
6. A 10 % Discount is applicable at the meeting /EFT payment before the END of June!   

 

Bank:   ABSA Bank, Sandton 
Account Name:  Eastern Bonsai Society 
Account No:  7116 51156 

 
Please use your name as Reference when transferring.  

file:///F:/www.ebs.org.za
https://www.facebook.com/easternbonsaisociety


 

Brat News 
  
 

 

 

 

Upcoming next BRAT events: 
 

2018 
29 September Heidelberg Top Ten 

 
2019 
30 March Pretoria Open day 

29 June TBC AGM & New Talent 

31 August Shibui  Top 10 

28 Nov – 1 Dec Pretoria ABC 5 Convention 

 
Visit the BRAT Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Brat. 
Brat attendance fees  R120 

Library  
 

The Club library will be available. It is there for the use of all paid up members.  

Jeanette Craukamp is our librarian. Kathy Sen will assist in the library when Jeanette is 

not available.  
Please note books are taken out on a monthly basis.  Kindly return books in time so that 
other members may also peruse them.   

Cake Roster  
 

Jeanette, a  reminder to bring cake to the August Meeting. 

 
 
 

NAME MONTH 

  

Jeanette AUGUST 
Lynn SEPTEMBER 

Dave NOVEMBER 

Kathy Tinney DECEMBER 

Kanti JANUARY 

Jennifer FEBRUARY 

Gina MARCH 

Anthoney APRIL 

Keith MAY 

https://www.facebook.com/Brat.


  

SABA News 
 

A new SABA committee is in place and a few changes have happened 
Visit the SABA website at http://saba.org.za/  If you are 
looking for clubs in a specific province, click on the map. 
Join the SABA Facebook group and get the latest on what 
is happening around the country on the bonsai scene. 
 
SABA photographic competition on Facebook:  

The SABA photographic competition is a monthly competition and members must keep on 
or start taking pictures of their trees and enter the competition. You can enter pictures of 
both indigenous and exotic trees.  Go to the SABA website, click on latest news and get all 

the necessary information. You can also contact Hansie Bekker for assistance in this 

regard. Public voting can also be done for each category on the SABA facebook page.   
 
 

Every meeting is a mini show  
 

The next opportunity to bring your trees to the meeting will be this Saturday. If you want 
advice on that tree you want to work for our 2018 exhibition – To be discussed - then bring 
it for the crit.  Bring your trees and you might win the next R50 voucher.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Raffle table   
 

Any of those trees or pots that are in your way could find a happy new owner via the raffle 
table. Any bonsai or non-bonsai related items are welcome.    
 
Thank you to people who brought items for the raffle table. It is highly appreciated.  
Raffle tickets are still R5.00 each. The raffle table will have plenty of items available – 
support the club and buy raffle tickets. 

 

http://saba.org.za/


 

 

Interesting websites   
 

With thanks to Hansie for the following website: http://www.fukubonsai.com/5a18b.html  

WIRE-LADDER" TECHNIQUE FOR  VERTICAL  ROCK PLANTINGS.  Please see full article on the 
website. 
 
 
 

THE WIRE-LADDER TECHNIQUE! 

 
             Wire-ladder sketch  

1.  The vertical rock 

 
2.  Cement base to stabilize the vertical rock 
 
3.  Hole screen secured by a bent wire. 
 
4.  The pot 
 
5.  Coarse drainage layer 
 
6.  1/4" thick layer of sphagnum moss to easily 
distribute water throughout the built out section.  
Note that there is a large amount between the tree 
and the vertical rock.  In watering, gently aim water 
above the tree to hit the rock and this will send water 
down to water from the inside.  Water several times 
to assure enough water saturates the media. 
 
7. The "Wire-Ladder" 
 
8.  Tie the larger roots to the wire-ladder with paper-
covered iron wire that will rust off or string that will 
rot off. 
 
9.  Smaller roots will find their way into the media 
behind the wire-ladder and down into the pot. 
 
10.  When all roots are attached, cover with a thin 
layer of sphagnum moss and Fuku-Bonsai's "Organic 
Bonding Compound" and attach growing green moss 
sheets to finish. 
 
11.  Complete potting by adding body mix, top 
dressing and surface moss. 

 
 
 
This technique will produce excellent plant growth. From time to time, it can be repotted and the 
new potting media will rejuvenate the roots. 

http://www.fukubonsai.com/5a18b.html


 
 

DRAFT PROGRAMME 2018/2019  
 

Your suggestions for other talks or dems will be appreciated. Please send 

Anthoney an e-mail or phone us and tell us what you would like to see or hear.  
 

Shop 
 

There are lots of soil and training pots in our shop.  This is the time of year that is 

busiest  for transplanting & repotting your trees.  PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR CLUB BY 
BUYING SOIL, POTS ETC FROM THE SHOP.  The shop will be open from 12h00. 

 

General 
 

Please feel free to email me if you would like to contribute to the newsletter in any 

shape or form. 
 

This month we have an interesting 

bonsai pot lover.  Interesting Lodger of 

a feathered kind.  A story of a pigeon 
called Flossie.  
 
Bonsai lovers Gerrit and Ilse Roos lives in 
a Pretoria townhouse near the Union 
buildings.  
 
Their bonsai collection is housed on a 
covered stoep that is closed with steel 
burglar bars.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
During this past winter a pigeon  
decided to adopt the family and 
visits daily. She makes herself at 
home in the bonsai pots without 
damaging the trees and never 
sits on the trees . 
 
She follows the owners inside 
and even goes in to the kitchen 
to see what is being cooked for 
supper  

 
 

Flossie nestling next to her favourite 
Japanese Elm (1994) 

Flossie with Slanting Fig (2006) 



 

Committee Members: 
 
 

Chairman     Anthoney Bosman 084 357 7348/011 728 7013 

Vice Chairman     Dave Wilson  082 923 2538/011 482 3642 

SABA Representative Hansie Bekker 082 820 4306/056 811 4754 

Treasurer  Alan Russel 082 766 0670 

Co-ordinator, New Members & Judging Tommy Ramiah 082 451 6283/011 648 4964 

Brat Representative Dave Wilson  082 923 2538/011482 3642 

Membership  Jennifer Georgeson 082 336 5425 

Secretary Kathy Tinney 011 452 2828 

Raffle Co-ordinator & Tree Sales Yatish Poonee  

Set Up/Presentations Clive Kay 082 852 0228 

Shop/Facebook/Website Naseem Ebrahim 084 401 2379 
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