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From the chairman:

Dear EBS friends
I am currently reading the 2015 book
by the tree-writer, Thomas Pakenham:
“The Company of Trees”
In chapter 2 he writes about the hybrid
lime that is almost indestructible. 40
years ago he chopped down a lime in
the Desmesne (park) on his 500 acre
estate, Tullynally, in Ireland. 30 years
later when he walked past the spot
where the great tree once stood a vixen
and her cubs emerged from a small
copse, he peered inside and shrank
back, incredulous. “The ancient lime
had come back from the dead. It was
now reincarnated as a small grove of
limes with trunks several feet thick The
foxes lived happily underneath”
Until next time
Anthoney.

This made me think of the everlasting
circle of life. EBS and the Bonsai
society, nationally and internationally
said good bye to Errol Rubin, 11 times
past Chairman of EBS. Whilst we are
sad at his passing and will miss him, we
are glad that his suffering has ended.
His funeral was well attended. Thank
you to the 8 members of EBS attending.
Our deepest condolences to his wife
Adele and family. Elsewhere in the
newsletter there are some photos and
tributes to Errol as we will always
remember him.

Next Meeting: 9th February 2019
Venue: Hospice, 50-2nd Avenue,
Houghton, Johannesburg. In main building of
Hospice Wits (look out for sign), next to Houghton
Mosque which is opposite to the apartments on
Houghton Golf course 12th hole.
Committee meeting to start promptly at 11h30,
meeting from 12h30- 15h30. Clean up and vacate by
16h00 for security to lock up.

Workshops
The Club offers a workshop after the meeting during
the month and members are encouraged to bring
trees for working on and advice. Remember bonsai
learning is best supported through doing.

EBS on the web
The EBS website is available at www.ebs.org.za.
Newsletters, club contact details and links to other websites or sites of interest are
published on the site.
Also remember the EBS Facebook page where you will find interesting topics on bonsai.
The URL is: https://www.facebook.com/easternbonsaisociety/
“LIKE” the page to promote the club.
Soon we will have photos and prices for pots, tools, books and all you could need or want
for bonsai, that we sell in our EBS shop, on our website.

Tribute to Errol

Rubin

AS WE LOOK BACK

As we look back over time
We find ourselves wondering…
Did we remember to thank you enough
For all you have done for us?
For the times you were guiding us
encouraging and supporting us…
Or for teaching us by your example
The value of hard work, good judgement
Courage and integrity
We wonder… If we ever thanked you
For the sacrifices you made
For the times you spent
For your DEDICATION…
And for the simple things
Like laughter, smiles and times we shared.
If we have forgotten to show our gratitude enough for
All the things you did
We are thanking you
And we are hoping you knew all along
How much you MEANT to us

Let’s remember…

“Errol was the backone of EBS for the last 40 years &
did much to promote Bonsai & keep EBS going strong.
We extend our deepest sympathy to his wife & family
as well as the members EBS”
– Derry Ralph Honorary President of Shibui Bonsai Society.

“ My condolences to you and your club
members, his family and friends. Errol
was a stunning person and a great
bonsai presenter. I will never forget his
humour and his support he publicly and
openly had for me last year. I and the
whole of SABA will miss him”
-Caroll Dewar Hermann - President SABA

“I am shocked and very sad. Errol has
a very good place in my memory”
Walter Pall - Germany

Lynn Reynolds
“Errol and I joined EBS at very much the same time, so we have been friends for
over 40 years. I never knew him to be anything but helpful and sympathetic and
always ready to give advice, not to mention hugs and kisses.
He was very much one of the old pillars of EBS and been after he was no longer
able to attend the meetings, he was very busy behind the scenes with ideas of how
to boost the club. His name was always mentioned somehow or other and even the
newest members came to respect and revere him.
When he was so ill, I went to visit him one morning. I planned to stay for just half
an hour and expected to find him sitting around or in bed. He met me at the
door, didn’t stop talking EBS and bonsai in general, took me out to inspect his
trees and generally acted the perfect host. When I suggested leaving he refused
and insisted I stay for morning tea (supplied by his wife Adele complete with
homemade crumpets) and then later on for lunch. After 3 or 4 hours I was
permitted to leave, with the feeling that he had cheered me up instead of the
other way round. He was always so upbeat about his condition and the
treatments.
In 2017 we went on a trip to Japan for
the 8th World Bonsai Convention. I
managed to fall down the stone steps at
one of the temples and hurt my leg and
was in a lot of pain. Errol was like a
father to me; making sure I went by lift
rather than escalator or stairs,
procuring an umbrella from the hotel for me to use as walking stick (I wasn’t
prepared to go to a hospital as others suggested – we had only 9 days in Japan
and it was once in a lifetime). Errol completely understood. He then saw me off
the plane on our return and delivered me right into the hands of my family, bless
his heart!
I sorely miss him already and he will be a huge loss in times to come. Rest in
peace, Errol. I hope that wherever you are it is in a bonsai garden.”

Brat News
Upcoming next BRAT events:
2019
30 March
29 June
31 August
24 Oct– 7 Oct

Pretoria
TBC
Shibui
Pretoria

Open day
AGM & New Talent
Top 10
ABC 5 Convention

Visit the BRAT Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Brat.page
Brat attendance is fees R120, which includes tea and lunch.

SABA News
2019 is set for an exciting convention in Pretoria at the
Safari Garden Centre – the ABC5 – to take place
between 24-27 Oct. Main international artist’s include
Mauro Stemberger (Italy), Raphael Torres (Spain) and
Robert Mahler(USA). Information at
http://www.africanbonsai.org/ABC5_Pretoria.html
Photo Competition:
The SABA members voted unanimously that the Photo Competition must return. It will be re-launched
with a different set of rules and regulations. It will run along the same Indigenous and Exotic categories.

Autumn Bonsai Festival is being held in George. Head liner Robert Stevens.

Library
The Club library will be open from 11h30 – 12h30.
It is there for the use of all paid

up members.

Jeanette Craukamp is our librarian. Please note books
are taken out on a monthly basis. Kindly return books on time.

Membership Fees

Those with fees outstanding will have to reapply and pay the joining fee!
Membership fees are due in June of every
year and must be paid by 30 September.
Former members, who still want to be
members of EBS, will have to re-apply for
membership. And pay both the entrance fee
and the pro rata portion of the full
membership fees. If they attend a meeting as
a non-member, they will be charged a R50
attendance fee. Visitors to the club are always
welcomed and entrance will be free unless you are a cancelled member.

The current membership fees for 2018/19 are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Individual – R350.00
Family – R450.00
Pensioners – R250.00
Honorary members –at the members discretion
A once off joining fee of R300.00 is payable by all new members on joining EBS.
For annual fees there is a 10 % Discount if paid at the meeting /EFT payment is
received before the END of June!

Bank:
Account Name:
Account No:
Please use your

ABSA Bank, Sandton City
Eastern Bonsai Society
7119 51156

name as Reference when transferring.

Things to do for February:
Continue to:














Check for pests & diseases
Remove weeds
Water twice daily in hot weather
Watch for mealy bugs, scale, aphids, white fly
Treat black spot on leaves with funginex or rosecare
Wire and remove where necessary
Feed balanced fertilizer
Add extra nitrogen to deciduous, flowering and fruiting trees
Prune trees not done in November
Pruning on deciduous trees should near completion
Prune evergreens and conifers now
Finish off Azalea & Bougainvillaea’s styling and pruning
Only repot where absolutely necessary

Conditions differ from region to region. Consult with your local club.

_____________________________________________

Tips for improving your bonsai
OBSERVE GOOD TREES
Study fine trees to learn what you can demand of your own trees. To work with bonsai, it is very
important to see many trees and to compare them with your trees. This also gives you an idea of how
successful your training is.
It is also important to visit bonsai nurseries. Observe closely the appearance of healthy tress; for
example, the appearance of budding in the spring and the change in appearance with each season.
You will sometimes find tree as that enthusiasts have left with bonsai specialists so that they may
recover from whatever ill befell them. Changes in the state of health of each one of them can be
checked.
Do not simply study the aesthetics of the trees, but also their health.

____________________________________________________________________________________

Cake Roster
Jennifer, a reminder to bring cake to the FEBRUARY
Meeting.

Name

Month

Gina
Anthoney
Kathy Tinney

March
April
June

Every meeting is a mini show

Bring your TREES for the
show table and you might
win the next R50 voucher

Raffle table
Any of those trees or pots that are in your way could find a happy new owner via the raffle
table. Any bonsai or non-bonsai related items are welcome.
Thank you to people who brought items for the raffle table. It is highly appreciated. Raffle
tickets are still R5.00 each. The raffle table will have plenty of items available – support the
club and buy raffle tickets.

GENERAL
Draft Programme for year
Over the past few months, at our meetings and in the newsletters we asked for suggestions for demos and
topics that YOU, the members want us to cover at forthcoming meetings. Kathy S and myself haven’t had
a single response. Please forward any ideas or suggestions to Kathy S or to me: Anthoney@ahprop.co.za
or send me a message 084 3577348.

Sympathies
Our condolences to Sharon Fonn and family on the passing of her late mother, Thelma. Thelma was a
member of EBS for approximately 30 years.

New member
Tony Mortimer, a well-known personality in Bonsai circles and previously a member of ERBK is joining
EBS. He lives in Springs and will be coming to as many meetings as he can, and will represent EBS at
BRAT with Dave Wilson. Let’s all welcome him to our club.

Hobby X

7-10 March

As mentioned at our January meeting, the committee felt it was imperative to
be at Hobby X to expose the public to Bonsai and to get new members. We
need show quality trees as well as trees under 5 years old to show. Please let
Jennifer, Kathy T or myself know how many trees you have and on which
days you can assist at the show. It would be great if you could bring some
trees to work on during your slot. I am currently awaiting feedback from
Hobby X as to whether we can hold our monthly meeting there.

Winter show
The committee is looking in to having a winter show as well as our normal
October show. We had very positive feedback in this regard at our January
meeting. It will probably be held at our Hospice venue. Dates to be
confirmed at February meeting taking in consideration Public and Private
School holidays.

Committee Members:
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
SABA Representative
BRAT Representative
PR & Judging
Set up/Presentations
New members & Membership
Facebook
Website
Raffle & Tree Sales

Anthoney Bosman
Dave Wilson
Kathy Tinney
Alan Russell
Hansie Bekker
Dave Wilson
Tommy Ramiah
Clive Kay
Jennifer Georgeson
Annetia Russell
Naseem Ebrahim
Yatish Poonee
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