
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the chairman: 

 

 

Dear EBS friends 

 

Welcome to 2019. A new year filled 
with new possibilities. I hope you all 
had a great holiday, whether you went 
away on vacation, or had a staycation 
(and worked on your Bonsai). 
 
I pray that you all have had a good rest 
and are ready to take on the New Year 
with energy and optimism. 
 
We’ve had hot weather and lovely 
rains, so our gardens are lush and 
green, and the Bonsai vigorous and 
bursting with life. 
 
Our December meeting was a lovely get 
together with delicious food and snacks 
from all club members and a lot of 
people brought trees to work on during 
the workshop. We all had a lovely 

surprise when Errol came to spend the 
day with us. 
There have been some requests from 
members for an extra club workshop 
and we are currently looking into this. 
Please let us know your thoughts.  
 
Dave is having a follow up operation 
and we all wish him a speedy recovery. 
Please let us not phone and disturb him 
but give him time to re-cooperate. 
Updates will be posted on our 
whatsapp group. 
 
My personal thanks to a super 
committee that has made my task so 
much easier during 2018, from the 
financial side to the secretarial. 
 
Let’s make the club even greater and 
better during 2019. 

 
 
 
Until next time 

 
 
Anthoney. 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Next Meeting:  12th January 2019 
 

Venue: Hospice, 50-2nd Avenue, Houghton, Johannesburg. In main building of 

Hospice Wits (look out for sign), next to Houghton Mosque which is opposite to the apartments on 
Houghton Golf course 12th hole. 

 
Committee meeting to start promptly at 11h00, meeting from 12h30- 15h30.  Clean up and vacate by 
16h00 for security to lock up. 
 

 

Workshops 
 

The Club offers a workshop after the meeting during the month and members are 
encouraged to bring trees for working on and advice.  Remember bonsai learning is best 

supported through doing.   
 
 

EBS on the web 
 

The EBS website is available at www.ebs.org.za.  Newsletters, club contact details and 
links to other websites or sites of interest are published on the site. 

Also remember the EBS Facebook page where you will find interesting topics on bonsai. 
The URL is: https://www.facebook.com/easternbonsaisociety/ 

“LIKE” the page to promote the club. 

Brat News 
 

 Upcoming next BRAT events: 
 

2019   
30 March Pretoria Open day 

29 June TBC AGM & New Talent 

31 August Shibui Top 10 

24 Oct– 7 Oct Pretoria ABC 5 Convention 

 
 

 

Visit the BRAT Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Brat.page 
 
Brat attendance is fees R120, which includes tea and lunch. 

file:///F:/www.ebs.org.za
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SABA News 
 

 
2019 is set for an exciting convention in Pretoria at the 
Safari Garden Centre – the ABC5 – to take place 
between 24-27 Oct. Main international artist’s include 
Mauro Stemberger (Italy), Raphael Torres (Spain) and 
Robert Mahler(USA). Information at 
http://www.africanbonsai.org/ABC5_Pretoria.html 
 

Photo Competition: 
 The SABA members voted unanimously that the Photo Competition must return.  It will be re-launched 
with a different set of rules and regulations.  It will run along the same Indigenous and Exotic categories. 

 

Library 
 

The Club library will be open from 11h30 – 12h30.  

It is there for the use of all paid up 
members.  Jeanette Craukamp is 

our librarian.  Please note books are taken out on a 
monthly basis.  Kindly return books on time. 

 
 

Interesting sites on the WEB: 
 

Have a look at Steve Moore’s Bonsai in Hoosierland blog:  Tie Pot 
 
The manufacturer simply calls it a "tie pot." One look at a picture and you see why: those knobs all 
around the outside rim are made to be anchor points for guy wires. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Membership Fees
 
 

 
 

Those with fees outstanding will have to re-
apply and pay the joining fee! 

 
Membership fees are due in June of every year 
and must be paid by 30 September. Former 
members, who still want to be members of EBS, 
will have to re-apply for membership. And pay 
both the entrance fee and the pro rata portion 
of the full membership fees. If they attend a 
meeting as a non-member, they will be charged 
a R50 attendance fee. Visitors to the club are 
always welcomed and entrance will be free 
unless you are a cancelled member. 

 
 
The current membership fees for 2018/19 are: 
 

1. Individual – R350.00  
2. Family – R450.00  
3. Pensioners – R250.00  
4. Honorary members –at the members discretion  
5. A once off joining fee of R300.00 is payable by all new members on joining EBS.  
6. For annual fees there is a 10 % Discount if paid at the meeting /EFT payment is 

received before the END of June!   
 
 

Bank:    ABSA Bank, Sandton City 
Account Name:  Eastern Bonsai Society 
Account No:   7119 51156 

 

Please use your name as Reference when transferring. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

JANUARY Birthdays 
 
 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Things to do for January: 
 
Continue to: 

 Check for pests & diseases 

 Remove weeds 

 Water twice daily in hot weather 

 Hot weather can cause chlorosis.  Use Epsom salts. 

 Wire and remove where necessary  

 Feed balanced fertilizer 

 Break out azaleas growth points 

 Acacias can still be defoliated - Most deciduous trees can be defoliated, but be sure to check 
this as some trees will not react well to this technique. Do not defoliate weakened trees (due 
to recent repotting, pruning or disease) or trees that are still in training. 

 All figs can be defoliated and pruned back 

 Cut back longer shoots on junipers 

 Olives get second spurt.  Cut back all growth points 

 Bougainvillaeas finished flowering can be cut back & shaped 

 Repot trees not repotted in spring.  Remove less roots 

 Put repotted trees in shade for six weeks.  No fertilizer 

 Maintenance pruning on all species can be done 

 Swamp cypress & Wisteria need extra watering. 
 
Conditions differ from region to region.  Consult with your local club. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Naseem  

Anthoney 

Easter 

Klaus 

Dave 

Kanti 
 



 

Tips for improving your bonsai 
 

Selection of the type of soil depends on the level of attention you can provide 

 
In the soil in which bonsai 

live, it is essential to have 
not only water, but also to 

have air. 
If the soil is always 
saturated with water, the 

roots cannot breathe and 
end up rotting.  For that 
reason, it is necessary that 

the soil retain water, but 
also that it drains well.  A 

good soil mix ought to 
meet these two conditions. 

What is the best soil mix 

for you trees? 
It depends not only on 

locale, the species, 
condition and maturity of 
the tree. But also it 

depends on the amount of 
attention that fits in with 
your lifestyle. 

Naturally, if you are always 
at home and can water 

several times a day, use a 
mix that drains rapidly. 

If you are very busy and 

cannot water with the 
necessary frequency, a soil 

mix that retains more 
water should be used. 
For a soil to drain well, use 

a fine granule soil, for it to 
drain even more rapidly 
use coarse grained soil. 

 

By combining coarse and fine granules, you can regulate drainage and aeration. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cake Roster 
 
  

Kanti, a reminder to bring cake to the JANUARY Meeting.  
 
 

Name   Month 
 
Kanti   January 
Jennifer   February 
Gina   March 
Anthoney  April 
Kathy T   June 

Every meeting is a mini show 
 
 

 

Bring your TREES for the 

show table  and you might 

win the next R50 voucher 
 



 

Raffle table   

Any of those trees or pots that are in your way could find a happy new owner via the raffle 
table. Any bonsai or non-bonsai related items are welcome.  

Thank you to people who brought items for the raffle table. It is highly appreciated.  Raffle 
tickets are still R5.00 each. The raffle table will have plenty of items available – support the 
club and buy raffle tickets. 
 
 

DRAFT PROGRAMME 2019 
 

Your suggestions for other talks or dems will be appreciated. Please send Hansie an e-mail 
or phone us and tell us what you would like to see or hear.  
 
 
 

MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 
Mail from Tasneem Ebrahim: 
 

 
 
And Caroll Hermann.  Thank you for your feedback. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Committee Members: 
 
 

Chairman    Anthoney Bosman  084 357 7348 
Vice Chairman   Dave Wilson   082 923 2538 
Secretary    Kathy Tinney   072 999 9672  
Treasurer    Alan Russell   082 766 0670 
SABA Representative  Hansie Bekker   082 820 4306 
BRAT Representative  Dave Wilson   082 923 2538 
PR  & Judging   Tommy Ramiah   082 451 6283 
Set up/Presentations  Clive Kay    082 852 0228 
New members & Membership Jennifer Georgeson  082 336 5425 
Facebook    Annetia Russell 
Website    Naseem Ebrahim  084 401 2379 
Raffle & Tree Sales  Yatish Poonee    
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